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General Information
Depth of study relative to the degree requirements: First cycle, has only upper-
secondary level entry requirements
Elective for: TILLF1
Language of instruction: The course will be given in English

Aim
Our societies and lives are to an increasing extent datafied, and shaped by means of
collecting, analysing and utilising digital data. As this transforming data landscape
offers new opportunities for knowledge and action, it also involves novel forms of
concerns and risks. This course offers an introduction to critical perspectives on
datafication, how it impacts ways of knowing and living, and its social, ethical and
political consequences. Moreover, the course aims to provide the students with an
understanding of the interconnected relationship between the social and the
technological. The course is divided into three modules, focusing on how to
understand the datafied society, the data promises and perils and concludingly, ideas
about the good data life.



Learning outcomes
Knowledge and understanding
For a passing grade the student must

be able to explain theoretical conceptualisations of digital data and datafied
society
master basic terminology in critical data studies
demonstrate a basic understanding of sociotechnical implications of
datafication and its significance for social, political and technical development
demonstrate a basic understanding of the important societal and ethical
considerations in data collection and the use of data for public good

Competences and skills
For a passing grade the student must

be able to describe datafication as a concept and practice in relation to ideas
about societies, politics, knowledge, and everyday life, including conflict
areas of datafication
understand, analyse and describe potential challenges in the light of social,
political, ethical and governance implications of datafication in a societal
context
be able to discuss the course reading and lecture contents during seminars
be able to present a short analysis in writing and orally.

Judgement and approach
For a passing grade the student must

demonstrate a critical analytical approach to datafication.
be able to identify different stakeholders and interests involved in datafied
societies, with a particular focus on societal, political and ethical implications.

Contents
The course is designed as a lecture and seminar series, as well as an independent
written work and oral presentation.

Examination details
Grading scale: UG - (U, G) - (Fail, Pass)
Assessment:

Participation in the course seminars is required (may be completed by make-up
assignments). Understanding of the lecture material and course readings will be
examined by 3 seminar discussions and 1 individual final essay and oral presentation.

The examiner, in consultation with Disability Support Services, may deviate from the
regular form of examination in order to provide a permanently disabled student with a
form of examination equivalent to that of a student without a disability.

Modules
Code: 0125. Name: Understanding the Datafied Society.
Credits: 0.5. Grading scale: UG - (U, G). Assessment: Participation in seminar
Code: 0225. Name: The Data Promises and the Data Perils.
Credits: 0.5. Grading scale: UG - (U, G). Assessment: Participation in seminar
Code: 0325. Name: The Good Data Life.
Credits: 0.5. Grading scale: UG - (U, G). Assessment: Participation in seminar
Code: 0425. Name: Final Essay and Presentation.
Credits: 1.5. Grading scale: UG - (U, G). Assessment: Individual essay and oral presentation during a
seminar.



Admission
The number of participants is limited to: 5
Selection: Completed university credits
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